A NUMBER of camels were recently imported from India into the north of West Australia. Attached to some were large ticks kindly identified by Dr. Nuttall as Amblyomnma egyptium. These rapidly spread temporarily through the country, frequently attaching themselves to horses and cattle. Seeking on these especially the tender parts, such as around the sheath and between the legs in horses, the ticks produced much irritation with the exudation of a slimy, bloody discharge. Films made from this discharge showed the presence of numerous red cells and leucocytes. The majority of the latter were eosinophile cells, the others being polymorphonuclear leucocytes (with the lobes of the nuclei each containing a dark central spot), lymphocytes, and large mononuclear cells. The large numaber of eosinophile cells, with the large round granules so characteristic in the horse, is of interest. The number of the granules in the cells varied from 1 to 30, perhaps occasionally more.
Some consecutive numbers were 25, 28, 30, 26, 23, 13, 3, 16 . In looking through the fields, two cells were found conataining only one granule in each. Does not this variation in number from one upwards support the suggestion that these granules are in fact a secretion, and that the cells containing very few are those in which the secretion has been almost completely discharged or in which the new formation of granules is just commrencing after the exhaustion of the cell? An alternative supposition is that the granules, when few, are the result of phagocytosis from injured eosinophile cells.
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